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Set against a backdrop of pre-Renaissance Italy, convent-bred orphan Bellarion is sidetracked

almost immediately upon setting out on a journey from the monastery at Cigliano to study at Pavia.

The adventure and practical lessons he finds along the way replace the further education he craves.
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I've always loved this book and and its a shame that its been so long coming to Kindle but at least

now others can learn to appreciate Sabatini. He was in the grand tradition of great historical fiction

writers following Scott and Dumas - with Samuel Shellabarger to follow him. Some would argue

(me) that this is his best novel. P.S. The old adage that you shouldn't judge a book by its cover is

here especially true.

Sabatini = historical derring-do + romance and a lot of pithy philosophy.I first read this book years

ago, and am about halfway through the Kindle book. The writing is not letting me down, but the word

spacing errors annoy.Almost every page has words jammed together or a single word spaced in

two. I do not mind reporting typos, but this in this book the multitude of reports gives me a frozen



screen over and over. The book restarts itself but forgets the last page. I find it distracting to have to

make a mental note of the location number when I start a page, just in case I have to find my place

again.I have discontinued reporting the content errors. I hope the other Sabatini novels I gleefully

downloaded will not be this irritating.

I have always loved this book, and it molded my thinking of what it is to be a man.You have to be

smart, and willing to be hated by the object of your desire if it furthers her cause. You can be

ruthless in the pursuit of a noble cause, and do it without expecting a reward.

This is one of my very favorite Sabatini books. The main character is Bellarion, he's got some of the

flavor of Captain Blood, some of the flavor of Scaramouche, and its set in feudal Italy. Well worth

the read.
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